
 

 
Dear Focal Points,                                                                                                                    Issue 7, May 2016 
[cc: DAC Delegates] 

In this newsletter, we are writing to inform you about: 

 The recent workshop on “Early experience of selected OECD Countries with a focus on PCSD” 

 The launching of a Multistakeholder PCSD Partnership. 

 The Framework for Policy Coherence for Sustainable Development and thematic modules. 

 New CODE Report: Building Policy Coherence for Labour Migration.  

 Recent and upcoming events. 

 New OECD publications: From a PCSD perspective. 

We also take this opportunity to remind you of the 2016 OECD Meeting of the Council at Ministerial 
level (MCM), which will be held on 1-2 June. The MCM provides you, as Members, with an important 
opportunity to strengthen the political commitment to PCSD and to give further impetus to this work 
by the Organisation. We look forward to your support in taking this agenda forward!  

Please note that we are continuously expanding our mailing list, so feel free to forward this email to 
your colleagues and let us know of any additional names to add to the list. 

With best wishes, the OECD PCD Unit. 

 

EARLY EXPERIENCE OF SELECTED OECD COUNTRIES WITH A FOCUS ON PCSD, 2-3 MAY, PARIS 

 
The purpose of this meeting was to discuss early experiences with a particular focus on PCSD based 
on a set of preliminary country case studies and cross-cutting analysis. It also aimed at discussing 
analytical and measurement tools available to shed light on critical economic-social-environmental 
policy interactions and their implications across the SDGs. The meeting was co-organised by the 
OECD and the World Resources Institute (WRI), together with stakeholders from a wide range of 
think tanks and CSOs – notably the European Centre for Development Policy Management (ECDPM), 
the European Environment Agency (EEA), the German Development Institute (DIE), Stockholm 
Environment Institute (SEI), and Korea Environment Institute – with the participation of PCD Focal 
Points and other government representatives, and OECD staff. A senior-level lunchtime seminar 
benefitted from the participation of several Ambassadors and Directors. The meeting report is 
attached to this email and also available on the meeting website.  

As a follow-up to this meeting, the OECD and the World Resources Institute (WRI) will co-host a side 
event on national experiences in SDG implementation with a particular focus on PCSD during the 
2016 Meeting at July’s HLPF. More information about this will be shared in due course. 

http://www.oecd.org/pcd/workshop-on-sdg-implementation.htm


     From left: Niels Keijzer and Imme Scholz (DEI); David O’Connor and Kitty van der Heijden (WRI); Ambassador Annika Markovic, 
     Sweden; Deputy Secretary-General Douglas Frantz and Ebba Dohlman (OECD); Nina Weitz (SEI); and Daphne van Esveld (WRI). 

 

THE PCSD PARTNERSHIP 

 
We are pleased to announce the launching of the PCSD Partnership as part of the Partnerships for 
SDGs online platform. This voluntary initiative aims to provide a forum for exchange of knowledge 
and expertise among governments, international organisations, civil society, think-tanks, the private 
sector, and other stakeholders on PCSD. Notably, it will support national efforts for reporting 
progress on SDG Target 17.14 to “enhance policy coherence for sustainable development”. It 
provides a space for showcasing PCSD efforts, and for linking to voluntary follow-up mechanisms of 
the 2030 Agenda, in particular to the High-Level Political Forum on Sustainable Development (HLPF). 
We invite you to join the Partnership and to commit to voluntary deliverables on PCSD. Do not 
hesitate to contact us if you require further information. 

 

THE PCSD FRAMEWORK AND THEMATIC MODULES 

 
We are pleased to inform you that the new OECD Framework for Policy Coherence for Sustainable 
Development (‘the PCSD Framework’) [SG/PCD(2016)1], and its three thematic modules on Food 
Security [SG/PCD(2016)2]; Illicit Financial Flows [SG/PCD(2016)3]; and Green Growth 
[SG/PCD(2016)4] have been published on our website under “Guidance and Tools for Policy 
Makers”. These documents, which benefitted from your inputs, have been finalised following a 
thorough internal review process at the OECD and are now available on OLIS. They will also be 
published as part of our 2016 edition of Better Policies for Sustainable Development.  

The PCSD Framework aims to provide practical support to any government interested in building 
capacities for analysing policy coherence challenges, adapting institutional mechanisms for 
coherence, policy-making processes and practices to the needs and vision of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development and the SDGs; and strengthening policy coherence monitoring and 
reporting systems. It also aims at supporting national efforts for reporting progress on SDG Target 
17.14 to “enhance policy coherence for sustainable development”.  

There is no “one size fits all” formula for enhancing policy coherence for sustainable development. 
Each government/user has to develop its own PCSD strategy based on its capacities, specific 
contexts and needs. The OECD-PCD Unit is ready to support countries and stakeholders in making 
use of these tools on a demand-driven basis. This could include to: develop terms of reference for 
testing these tools together with national focal points; organise a national/cross-government kick-off 

https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/partnerships/
https://sustainabledevelopment.un.org/partnerships/
http://www.oecd.org/pcd/guidanceandtoolsforpolicymakers.htm


workshop; facilitate follow-up workshops and training sessions; draft analytical papers to support 
dialogue; develop targeted advice and support bringing in OECD experts; prepare reports; and 
identify opportunities to disseminate these efforts through international events. 

 

NEW CODE REPORT: BUILDING POLICY COHERENCE FOR LABOUR MIGRATION 

 
This CODE Report, issue no. 7 in the series, considers the complex policy landscape within which 
migration occurs, provides the evidence to inform coherent policy making and explains why it is 
necessary to have mechanisms to better deal with intra- and inter-policy linkages. It looks at tools 
and approaches for managing the complexity of labour migration policies and deals with the specific 
policy trade-offs that arise in the realm of migration policy development in destination countries. 

 

RECENT AND UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Ready for Change? Global Goals at home and abroad, 19 May Amsterdam 

This international high-level conference was organised to present analysis and policy 
recommendations for a coherent and ambitious implementation of the SDGs in the Netherlands and 
the European Union. The publication and event were a joint project of Partos (the Dutch association 
for NGOs working in International Development), the Foundation Max van der Stoel (FMS) and 
Woord en Daad in association with a large number of civil society organisations, knowledge 
institutions, environmental organisations and social entrepreneurs.  Ebba Dohlman from the PCD 
Unit was invited to take part in an Expert Panel together with Hugo von Meijenfeldt (Coordinator 
Implementation Global Goals, Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs), Laura Sullivan (board 
member of CONCORD and ActionAid Regional Director), Stephen Chacha (Beyond 2015 Campaign, 
Regional Coordinator for Africa, Tanzania), and Carsten Soerensen (Head of Section, PCD, European 
Commission). 

Governance for Sustainable Development: Supporting the Implementation of the SDGs, 8 June, 
London 

This high-level seminar, which is organised by The Commonwealth Secretariat, will explore the role 
of public institutions at the Centre of Government for achieving the SDGs. Following opening 
remarks by Dr. Joan Nwasike, Head of the Public Sector Governance Unit; and the Rt. Hon Patricia 
Scotland QC, SG of the Commonwealth; the panellists will include (i) Ebba Dohlman, OECD, on how 
policy coherence can support the implementation of the SDGs; (ii) Hon. Audley Shaw, Minister of 
Finance, Jamaica, on methodologies for integrating the SDGs into the Medium Term Expenditure 
Framework; and (iii) Hon Data Sri Idris Jala, Minister in the PM’s Office and CEO of the Performance 
Management Delivery Unit, Malaysia, on methodologies for goal setting, prioritisation, 
implementation and measurement of the SDGs. 

Measuring and monitoring implementation of the SDGs: Fit for purpose?, 9 June, Geneva 

This conference is co-organised by the editorial team of the e-journal International Development 
Policy, the Millennium Institute, and IHEID’s Centre for Finance and Development. It brings together 
academics, policy makers and development professionals for discussion organised in four panels: (i) 
multi-level/multi-stakeholder monitoring; (ii) a holistic view of complex adaptive systems; (iii) 
monitoring across sectors; and (iv) bigger and better: “big data” as a magic bullet. Carina Lindberg 
will represent the OECD’s PCD Unit and give a presentation in session 2 on tracking progress in PCSD. 

Coherence%20for%20Development_issue_7_WEB.pdf
https://www.partos.nl/actueel/agenda/evenement/international-conference-ready-change-global-goals-home-and-abroad
http://graduateinstitute.ch/files/live/sites/iheid/files/shared/events/2016/IHEID_SDG_Monitoring_Event_9_June%20_1205_01.pdf


14th European Sustainable Development Network (ESDN) Workshop, 14 June, Berlin 

The European Sustainable Development Network (ESDN) in collaboration with the German Federal 
Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation, Building and Nuclear Safety, will hold its 14th 
ESDN Workshop on the topic “Developing the ESDN peer learning approach to support the 
implementation of the 2030 Agenda for SD and the SDGs – Experiences and needs for peer learning 
and peer review processes”. Ebba Dohlman from the PCD unit will participate in a panel to present 
on “OECD Peer Reviews: a framework to compare experiences and ‘best practices’ for Peer Learning. 

European Development Days, 15-16 June, Brussels  

The European Development Days (EDD) are Europe's leading forum on development and 
international co-operation. Organised by the European Commission, the forum brings the 
development community together each year to share ideas and experiences in ways that inspire new 
partnerships and innovative solutions to the world's most pressing challenges. OECD Deputy 
Secretary-General Douglas Frantz will participate in an event on “The SDGs as a universal agenda: 
Towards policy coherence”, which focuses on whole-of-government approaches for implementing 
the 2030 Agenda. Carina Lindberg will attend from the PCD Unit. 

 

NEW OECD PUBLICATIONS: FROM A PCSD PERSPECTIVE 

 

 

Adopting a Territorial Approach to Food Security and Nutrition Policy  

Food insecurity and malnutrition are major international concerns, especially in 
rural areas. At the global scale, they have received considerable attention and 
investment, but the results achieved so far have been mixed. Some countries 
have made progress at the national level, but still have many citizens who are 
food insecure, often concentrated in specific geographic areas. Food insecurity 
and poverty are highly interlinked and have a strong territorial dimension. To 
provide effective long-term solutions, policy responses must therefore be 
tailored to the specific challenges of each territory, taking into account a 
multidimensional response that includes food availability, access, utilisation and 
stability. This report highlights five case studies and the OECD New Rural 
Paradigm, presenting an effective framework for addressing food insecurity and 
malnutrition. 
 

 

 

The Ocean Economy in 2030 

This report explores the growth prospects for the ocean economy, its capacity 
for future employment creation and innovation, and its role in addressing global 
challenges. Special attention is devoted to the emerging ocean-based industries 
in light of their high growth and innovation potential, and contribution to 
addressing challenges such as energy security, environment, climate change and 
food security. The report examines the risks and uncertainties surrounding the 
future development of ocean industries, the innovations required in science and 
technology to support their progress, their potential contribution to green 
growth and some of the implications for ocean management.  Finally, and 
looking across the future ocean economy as a whole, it explores possible 
avenues for action that could boost its long-term development prospects while 
managing the use of the ocean itself in responsible, sustainable ways. 

 

http://www.sd-network.eu/quarterly%20reports/report%20files/pdf/2016-April-Exploring_Peer_Learning_to_support_the_implementation_of_the_2030_Agenda_for_SD.pdf
https://www.eudevdays.eu/
http://www.keepeek.com/Digital-Asset-Management/oecd/urban-rural-and-regional-development/adopting-a-territorial-approach-to-food-security-and-nutrition-policy_9789264257108-en#page1
http://www.keepeek.com/Digital-Asset-Management/oecd/economics/the-ocean-economy-in-2030_9789264251724-en#page1

